
Water Sources 
We have equipped our property with two sources of water in an effort to maximize the quality of 
water for personal use. 

Rainwater Collection 
For those unfamiliar with rainwater collection, the system uses gutters to catch the rainwater and 
direct it into holding tanks.  An on-demand pump delivers the water to the homes.  Before it enters 
the homes for consumption, it passes through a very high-tech purification system.  It uses a 3-
stage system.  First, a sediment filter removes and solid materials that may have washed into the 
holding tanks.  Next, a carbon filter further enhances the smell and taste of the water.  And finally, 
an ultra-violet light system (UV) removes any bacteria and provides pure, clean water for drinking, 
showering and other personal use.   
 
Our well water is supplied by an aquifer that has naturally occurring dissolved minerals.  Because of 
the dissolved minerals, it has a less than desirable smell.  We installed the rainwater system after 
purchasing the home in 2015 because even after extensive treatment, the well water had a smell 
that was not ideal for personal use.  In addition, even though the well-water was treated for 
hardness, it still was tough on appliances.  After converting to rainwater for the homes, we replaced 
nearly all appliances that could be impacted by minerals in well water.  Things like water softeners, 
dishwashers and washing machines have been replaced since converting to rainwater.  The pool 
water leveler is sourced from the rainwater system and has never been sourced with well water.  
The main home has two water heaters.  One traditional water heater in the attic and tankless water 
heater in the wall near the master bedroom.  The tankless water heater in the main home is the 
only appliance that hasn’t been replaced since swapping to rainwater. 
 
The rainwater system has been the best water we have ever used.  It is free of chemicals and is 
naturally soft water.  No need for a water softener and salt pellets. 

Well Water 
The property has a well available as a second water source for personal use.  Even though the 
system was designed to be able to supply the home with water in the event of an extended 
drought, we only use well water for the inground sprinkler system and outdoor watering for 
flowerbeds. 
 
In the event of an extended drought, the system can be configured to reroute well water back to 
the home.  The home is equipped with a water softener to treat the well water if needed.  It hasn’t 
been used since installing the rainwater collection system in 2015.  If activated, you would need to 
call the company listed on the equipment to properly prepare the system for use.  The brine tank 
will need to be treated and the system will need to flushed to remove any bacteria that may have 
built up due to non-usage.  If you choose to have the house inspected, we ask that you inform the 
inspector that the water softener cannot be tested because doing so could introduce bacteria into 
the home.  Since we are still living in the home, it would introduce a health concern if it were to 
turned on without proper flushing and treatment. 



Maintenance 
The rainwater system does require periodic filter changes.  I have documented the steps, but I can 
walk you through the steps after closing.  It is quite easy to do and I do it myself rather than pay a 
service to do it.  That said, you can contract with a company to do routine maintenance.   
 
The rain water system does require periodic cleaning of the holding tanks.  We had the tanks 
cleaned in May of 2021.  They should be cleaned every 3 to 5 years.  Since we have gutter guards 
installed, our system does not have a lot of sediment build up.  Although we have been cleaning the 
tanks every three years, the gutter guards allow for a longer time between cleaning. 

Usage & Collection Rates 
We designed the system to be able to supply a family of 4 with average rainfall for the area.  The 
holding tanks have a total capacity of 10,000 gallons (2,500 gallons per tank).  The collection 
capacity of the roofline is about 2,500 gallons per inch of rain.  Most years, spring rains fill the tanks 
so that going into the drier summer months, we have enough in reserve to last until August.   
 
Even though we have designed the system to be able to supply the house with well-water, we have 
chosen to have water delivered to bridge any gaps in rainfall.  We average 3 deliveries a year in dry 
times.  The local water delivery company, Texas Bulk Water, charges $175.00 per delivery and have 
a lead time of about a week.  They supply their deliveries from Dripping Springs city water. 
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